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Message from the President
The need for progress became jointly recognized last week providing the
Wenatchee Row and Paddle Club (WRPC) greater ability to serve the
community. The Chelan County PUD granted the City of Wenatchee a land
use permit for PUD land under a steel building belonging to the City, located
at the foot of Ninth Street. The City in turn issued a sub permit to WRPC for
occupancy of the steel building.
This bit of real estate choreography will profoundly enrich the Wenatchee
Valley’s non-motorized boating community by curbing the acute shortage of
canoe, kayak, and rowing equipment storage in close proximity to the Club’s
dock location on the Columbia River. Through this permit arrangement,
WRPC is a fee-paying tenant and is subject to leasehold taxes and fees just
as other city tenant. An additional permit provision requires exterior
enhancements to the steel building for compatibility with Walla Walla Point
and Riverfront Parks facilities. We have 36 months to comply.
This business arrangement has fostered the ability to offer a venue for
greater paddling participation by local individuals, families, groups, schools,
colleges and other organizations. WRPC is in full agreement with the PUD and
the City to promote our programs for enrichment, basic safety, and education
to as many interested parties as possible. WRPC, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization, has been providing services to paddlers and rowers in the
Valley since 1988. The new permit includes the “Old Barn” and dock trail
located in the same Ninth Street area. WRPC and the PUD have collaborated
on past grant funding to build the current dock system in use today.
This letter is primarily to offer our gratitude to everyone involved in making
this outcome possible: To the participating PUD staff for being so responsive
and positive in creating a win-win proposal. To the PUD Commissioners who
were deliberate and unanimous in their decision of entrusting this
responsibility to us. To the City Executive Staff, the Public Works
Department, the Parks Department and the Parks Board for the
comprehensive evaluation and relentless energy to finding solutions for this
opportunity. Last but not least, to the Mayor and City Council for their
unanimous support, encouragement and enthusiasm. Thank you all very
much.
- Skip Johnson, Board President

1 of 6

Wenatchee Row and Paddle Club Newsletter

March 2009

www.WenatcheePaddle.org

Allison Williams, Executive Director for the City of Wenatchee,
receives a unanimous decision from City Council on Permit to WRPC.

Lindstrom Barn Storage Statement
With the Annex quickly becoming available for occupancy by WRPC, boat
storage will now be available for all WRPC members. Accordingly, on March
11, the WRPC Board unanimously passed a Lindstrom Barn Storage
Statement which provides that boat storage in the Lindstrom Barn can now
be more specialized and focused. Six categories were identified for placement
in the Lindstrom Barn.
In order of placement priority in the Lindstrom Barn, these categories are:
(a) Members who have a severe, permanent disability. Members in the
group will receive first placement priority.
(b) Knights of the Rack. One member has earned this distinction.
(c) Club boats will be third in line for placement in the Lindstrom Barn.
(d) One space will be set aside for the current president of WRPC.
(e) Members who are 70 or older. (Please contact Tom Feil if you fit
into this category.)
(f) Frequent Users. These are the members who use the Lindstrom
Barn the most, as evidenced by their number of sign-outs each year.
Please go to the wenatcheepaddle.org web site to view the Lindstrom Barn
Storage Statement in its entirety.
To determine frequent users, all members’ sign-outs (of any boat in any
WRPC club facility) during 2009 are being tabulated. Those members with
the highest number of sign-outs will be offered available spaces in 2010. So
far, as of March 15, 2009, these results have been tabulated:
Wolf Mueller
Kim George
Vitek Siroky
Peters family
Koos family
Mike Kaputa
Tom Feil
Riggs/Ingle
Isak Gasi

64
30
27
25
23
23
18
17
11

Steve Smith family
Valaas family
Wallace family
Greg Harnish
Bob Derry
Gene Ockinga
Jay Gorham
Tobiska family
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13 memberships had between one and five sign-outs
Sign-outs will be tabulated and published in a newsletter periodically. Please
contact Tom Feil if you have any questions.Anybody?

For Sale
Fast touring kayak. Seda Impulse, 18 ft length, 21 inch beam, kevlar,
approximately 40 pounds. Red deck, natural hull. Includes spray skirt. Can
be seen in boat house rack #40 (top floor) $1600. Contact Sherrill Keller
662.7077

2009 EVENT SCHEDULE
Jr. R2R, Saturday. April 4 For kids ages 5-12. Jr. Ridge to River Relay is a
four-leg relay event starting at 10 a.m. that takes place at the Walla Walla
Park on the Columbia River.
The relay consists of running, paddling, biking and an obstacle course. (Go to
the r2r.org web site for further details.) Wenatchee Row and Paddle Club will
be the authority for the paddling leg which takes place in the lagoon of Walla
Walla Park!
Volunteers are needed in kayaks and also standing in the water on both the
evening of April 3 (racer training) and on April 4 for the actual race. WRPC
will also offer a training session on March 28. Please consider volunteering
during one of these three dates (3/28, 4/3, 4/4). You may contact Mike Bills,
Jr. R2R team leader, at agua1@nwi.net.
Ridge to River. Sunday, April 19 The 2009 R2R will retain the original sixleg course involving cross country skiing, downhill skiing/snowboarding,
running, biking, kayak/canoeing and portage. The course will remain the
traditional course BUT there will be a new “couch potato” division this year
for non-athletes. There’s something for everybody! See the r2r.org web site
for further details. If you’re interested in volunteering, please email Brian
Ropp, BRopp@aol.com or call (509) 662-3461.
Apple Capital Marathon. Sunday, April 26 Meet at the Walla Walla Point
lagoon at 9 a.m. We will have pre-event instructions and then a mass start.
Everybody is welcome. You may choose to race the shorter course,
approximately seven miles, or you can choose the longer course of
approximately 14 miles. You can also choose to tour the course rather than
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race. (We’re hoping to have some Seattle teams participating too!) Call or
email Tom Feil at 884-3765 or 2canoe@charter.net if you have questions.
Crab Creek. Sunday, May 17 Paddle the pleasant final 18 miles of
Washington’s longest creek which features an abundance of water birds, a
few stray cows, a strip of riverine habitat surrounded by sagebrush, and one
short Class II drop which may result in a refreshing swim. Call Tom Feil at
884-3765 or email Tom at 2canoe@charter.net if you are interested.
Ski to Sea Race. Sunday, May 24 from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., from Mt. Baker
to Bellingham Bay.
Experience the legacy of Mt. Baker's Marathon and discover the 'Ski to Sea'
Festival held in Bellingham every Memorial Day weekend. Included is an 85mile relay race of seven venues. The legs of the race are as follows: cross
country, downhill/snowboard, running, biking, canoe, mountain biking, sea
kayak. There is also a historical hometown parade and other special events
going on.) If you’re interested in either participating in the Ski to Sea
marathon event or volunteering to help out, go to the skitosea.com web site.
Hanford Reach. Saturday, June 20 Experience the last free-flowing
stretch of the Columbia River preserved due to the presence of the Hanford
Nuclear Reservation along the west bank. The full reach is 33 miles and
overnight camping is restricted so we will do a manageable portion of the
reach as a day trip. Class I. Contact Ron Johnston-Rodriguez at 664-5061 if
interested.
Spanish Castle. Saturday, July 18 Rendezvous at the boathouse and be
ready to leave at 9 a.m. Mark Behler from the Wenatchee Valley Museum
accompanies us on a paddle down the Columbia River to the site of an old
Spanish castle. We may stop at other points along the way to view
pictographs or proceed further downstream than the Spanish castle site.
Bring your own food and water. Some club boats may be available for use.
Contact Kyle Flick at 662-3333 if interested.
Bridge & Back. Sunday, July 19 Two different events this year! In addition
to the annual noncompetitive paddle around the Odebashion Bridge where
members give their best guess of their time, WRPC is also doing a
competitive “Bridges & Back” where participants will be racing around both
the Odebashion and Sellers Bridge. The competitive team will launch at 9
a.m. and a second launch of the noncompetitive group will follow shortly
after. Members and nonmembers welcome. We’re hoping to have Seattle
teams competing too! Email Loraine Hohnstein at behemut@aol.com with
any questions.
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Orondo/Daroga to Lincoln Park. Sunday, August 9 This is a
noncompetitive event. Hamburgers, hot dogs, buns, and drinks will be
provided. Side dishes are potluck and they can be dropped off at Lincoln
Rock State Park prior to proceedings to the 9 a.m. put-in at Orondo River
Park (about a mile past Orondo Elementary School off SR97) at 9 a.m. Or if
you’re interested in a longer paddle, put in at Daroga Park! Plan to
rendezvous at 8:45 at Lincoln Rock. Everyone is welcome. Some club boats
may be available for use. Call Kim George at 782-1193 or 679-6247 if you
have questions.
Rock Island to Vantage. Saturday, September 19 Thirty miles, all
downstream, two-day paddle in sea kayaks or canoes with an overnight
primitive camp en route. Much of the west bank is in a scenic natural state
with basalt cliffs and sagebrush-covered hills unchanged since David
Thompson saw it in 1811 as the first European paddler.
Here’s what one WRPC member had to say about this trip in 2007: “Despite a
weather forecast which predicted 100 percent chance of rain for September
30, four of us launched from an obscure spot at Columbia Siding in Douglas
County. Beautiful conditions prevailed and we stopped at the pictographs
(very faint) and Spanish Castle. Lenticular clouds promised a change in the
weather and a few miles below Crescent Bar our smooth water conditions
were transformed to whitecaps and strong headwinds. We retreated to
Tekison Creek and set up camp—and on September 30 paddled the
remaining 18 miles or so in a steady rain. The trip would be a fine one in
good weather.”
Kyle Flick and Wolf Mueller to coordinate this event Call or email Wolf Mueller
at 884-3160 or wmueller@dshs.wa.gov if you’re interested. Some club boats
may be available for use.
Guano Rocks. Sunday, September 27 This annual event begins at Lincoln
Rock State Park and goes out around GuanoRocks and back. You may tour
the course at your own pace or you may race the course. Members and
nonmembers are welcome. Launch will be at 9 a.m. and snacks will be
provided after the event
If you haven't been doing the Guano Rocks event, you may want to consider
doing so. The distance is not much more than a Bridge and Back from the
boathouse. It is a refreshing experience in that it is a new scene and one of
the rare opportunities to take the club boats out of the restricted Wenatchee
area. Usually we have good conditions this time of year, although, of course
we can't make guarantees about the weather. Also, you must make
arrangements with someone or yourself to provide a safe means of
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transporting the boat to Lincoln Rock. Mostly this is a congenial club activity
which we hope you will enjoy. Greater numbers of participants make the
event more interesting for everyone. Please try it out. Wolf Mueller and Larry
Tobiska to coordinate. Call Larry with any questions, 662-3209.

Tips From Members
Doug Harris reports that the Winchester Wasteway between Dodson Road
and Potholes Reservoir is peppered with Beaver Dams. Doug reports
portaging around these dams is arduous and time consuming. He guessed
there might be as many as thirty in this stretch.

Who ya Gonna Call??
President: Skip Johnson
884-0104, skip@applesweets.com
Vice President: Kyle Flick
782-1044, kyleflick@hotmail.com
Secretary: Stacie Hoiland
670-7276, stacann@nwi.net
Treasurer: Larry Tobiska
662-3209, ltobiska@nwi.net
Boathouse Project Manager: Skip Johnson
884-0104, skip@applesweets.com
Space Manager: Tom Feil
884-3765 2canoe@charter.net
Jr. R2R Team Leader: Mike Bills
662-4272 agua1@nwi.net
Chair of maintenance/improvements: Bob Derry
884-4019, derry170@verizon.net
Data Base Manager: Carrol Watson
679-2211 or 662-2930, cbwatson@gte.net
Web Site Manager: Vitek Siroky
884-9628 blanikam@nwi.net
Newsletter Editor: Loraine Hohnstein
667-6214, behemut@aol.com
Rowing Instruction:
Loraine Hohnstein, Larry Tobiska
Kayak Instruction:
Mike Bills, Mike Kaputa, Tom Feil, Steve Smith
Board Members:
Kim George
782-1193 sweetcontent@verizon.net
Wolf Mueller

884-3160 wmueller@dshs.wa.gov

Kyle Flick

782-1044, kyleflick@hotmail.com

Loraine Hohnstein
Skip Johnson
Stacie Hoiland

667-6214, behemut@aol.com
884-0104, skip@applesweets.com
670-7276 stacann@nwi.net
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